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sphere of activity. Indeed, in spite of the volume of his lucrative
practice as a junior his earnings in his first year in silk were
greater than in any previous year, an uncommon experience for
any member of the Bar before or since his day.

But his main object was far from being attained, since the
pressure of work continued without relaxation or respite. Never-
theless, the change in its character gave him much relief, for he
was at last finally delivered from the drudgery of drafting
innumerable "pleadings," an aspect of his work as a junior
which he had always viewed with abhorrence.

Even in his busiest days he had never succumbed to the
temptation, against which less overtaxed men have not always
been proof, of letting *'devils" carry out the hack work of drawing
pleadings for him and contenting himself with a cursory perusal
of the draft and a hurried signature at the foot. Though the
actual manual labour of writing was repugnant to him, he had
insisted upon writing out all his pleadings himself 5 nor did he
ever fail to appear personally, if it was humanly possible, on the
numberless summonses arising out of the preliminary stages of
actions, though there w^as one memorable day when he was
engaged hi no less than forty-five.

But, if toward the end of his time as a junior the need did
arise for someone to take his place, he had the reassuring
knowledge that the work would be most competently and pains-
takingly done. For there had entered his chambers two men,
both of whom were to be closely associated with him and to
render him invaluable and devoted service throughout the
remainder of his years at the Bar, Walter Schwabe, later Sir
Walter and for a time Chief Justice of Madras, and G. A. H.
Branson, who retired as senior puisne judge of the King's Bench
Division in 1959. If they were fortunate in attaching themselves
at an early stage to one who was later to develop into so com-
manding a figure at the Bar, he in his turn was to have good cause
to give thanks for the happy chance which had led them to him.
As the years passed, he came to value always more highly Bran-
son's tireless industry and serene reliability, and in all the heaviest
cases in which he himself was engaged he set increasing store
upon Branson's presence and collaboration. There was also
between the two men a deep-rooted affection, and it was a real
joy to Rufus Isaacs when he was subsequently able as Attorney-
General to appoint Branson to be Junior Counsel to the Treasury
in the King's Bench Division, a post in which his special qualities
would be likely to find their fullest scope and which carried with
it by custom the title to promotion in due course to the Bench.